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Background: Study guides can make a major contribution to learning. 
Little is known about students’ perceptions of use of study guides in 
UAE. The use of study guides in education is growing exponentially, 
but available studies report wide variability in student perceptions about 
them, ranging from enthusiasm to very negative attitudes. Methods: 
Questionnaire were distributed to the students in all the colleges of the 
RAK Medical and Health Sciences University (RAKMHSU) taking 
pathology and pathophysiology courses: 1) To analyze students’ per-
ception about study guides in pathology course at RAK Medical and 
Health Sciences University; 2) Description of the key features of study 
guides in pathology courses in different colleges (Medical/Dental/Phar-
macy/Nursing) at RAK Medical and Health Sciences University was 
analyzed and compared; 3) International guidelines were reviewed as 
how to prepare study guides for health professionals and compare them 
with the study guides designed in pathology for the students in our uni-
versity. Results: Seventy-eight percent felt that study guide was infor-
mative, 95% of them have used study guides before taking up the pa-
thology course. Eighty-five percent of them feel that study guides have 
been useful. Thirty-four percent of them mentioned that they take fac-
ulty support in using study guides. Sixty-two percent students felt that 
they will recommend that all courses should have study guides. Conclu-
sions: On comparing key features of study guides in pathology course 
at RAKMHSU it was analyzed and concluded that it is at par with in-
ternational guidelines laid down with health professionals.
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Background: Crossword puzzles a new paradigm for interactive teach-
ing in an undergraduate pathology course at RAK Medical and Health 
Sciences University, Ras Al Khaimah. Our study may provide insight 
into the utility of crossword puzzles in undergraduate medical educa-
tion to reinforce concepts and vocabulary in an interactive learning at-
mosphere. Methods: Crosswords puzzle with ensured content validity 
designed by the faculty was given to the student’s. Data was collected 
from 4 different colleges of students (Medical, Dental, BSc and MSc 
Nursing who are undertaking pathology courses) through surveys that 

included specific questions dealing with crossword puzzles. The sur-
veys were developed based on the overall educational objective of as-
sessing the usefulness of this learning intervention. Results: A cross 
word puzzled was designed to teach glomerulonephritis in pathology 
course. Ninety-five percent students taking pathology course stated that 
the crosswords were very useful and had contributed significantly in 
their learning. To majority of them (95%), crosswords were useful for 
identifying key concepts and vocabulary and they strongly agreed that 
they will like to participate in more of these exercises. Ninety-one per-
cent agreed and 4% strongly agreed that they will like to transfer this 
strategy to their juniors and will like to request other faculty also to 
make it as an adjunct teaching tool. Conclusions: Ninety-four percent 
strongly agreed that the crosswords offered opportunities for immedi-
ate team building and that the exercise provided them an atmosphere of 
challenge, and performing and relying on team members in demanding 
conditions; which helped them in building more confidence. 
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Background: It’s clear that students benefit from activities that focus 
their study time and help them draw connections between textual infor-
mation and lecture content. Many faculty are reluctant to distribute 
handouts prior to class. Creative use of PowerPoint is well suited for 
student guidance of this sort and involve them in active learning. Meth-
ods: Student perceptions about using PowerPoint as effective handouts 
in learning Pathology. The PowerPoint presentations with incomplete 
details were given to students prior to the day’s lecture. Students were 
asked to work through the PowerPoint handouts as they read the text-
book in preparation for the lecture, answering all questions and bring-
ing their completed handouts to class. Questions based on the Power-
Point presentations were asked from the students in between the lec-
tures. Results: Sixty-eight percent of the students were satisfied with 
this type teaching as they felt that otherwise they had no time to read 
the topic from the books. Majority (79%) of them were motivated to 
read the book to understand PowerPoints but because of time constrain 
they could not complete reading. Sixty-five percent felt that it had been 
useful than other teaching methodology like PowerPoint-based lecture 
as they had some clue as what to study regarding the topic. Conclusions: 
When used appropriately, PowerPoint handouts can improve student 
learning by structuring study time, encouraging critical thinking, and 
providing opportunities for active learning during the course of the ses-
sion. By PowerPoint presentations interventions the faculty can help 
students engage the material actively and efficiently before and during 
class.
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